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Dear Friends, 
 
The sun is shining and spring is definitely here! During Lent, there is a 
great sense of expectation and hope, even though there are many 
difficult days on the path to the cross, before the joy of the 
Resurrection. This hope is mirrored outside, in the wonder of God’s 
creation, as we leave late winter and move towards the joy of spring, to 
the joy of Easter Sunday, the greatest day of the year. I hope that the 
weather improves and that you all get time to enjoy the beauty of 
God’s creation. 
 
We extend our deepest sympathies to the Noonan family, following the 
death of Evelyn Noonan. Her funeral, a service of thanksgiving for her 
life, was held in Newcastle Church on Wednesday 20th March. We keep 
Dennis, Jacky and Alan and all of Evelyn’s family and friends in our 
prayers. 
We also extend our sympathies to the family of Neville Allison. 
Neville’s funeral was held in St. Brigid’s Church, Stillorgan, on March 
23rd. We keep his family in our prayers. 
We also extend our deepest sympathy to Jane Smith, on the death of 
her brother in law Robert.  
 
Our youth clubs took part in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in 
Newtownmountkennedy! My sincere thanks to everyone who put so 
much time into making our fantastic float and all the children who took 
part. It was a wonderful to be part of the parade and they even won 
best float! 
 
Our prayer course continues each Wednesday evening through Lent, at 
8pm in the parish centre. All are very welcome! 
 
On Saturday 22nd March we had the great pleasure of hosting the 
Dublin and Glendalough Church’s Ministry of Healing Quiet Day, in 
the parish centre in Newcastle. My sincere thanks to Lydia Monds for 
leading us for our quiet day, focusing on Psalm 23 and to Jeanne Salter 
and all the committee for organising it all. 
 
Wednesday evening youth guitar lessons are proving to be a great 
success and you can still join in! Sincere thanks to Mark, the children 
love it! 



It’s that time of year again! A new play has been written, rehearsals are 
taking place! Our theatre supper is on in the parish centre on Saturday 
evening, 26th April, with a matinee on Sunday afternoon, 27th April. 
Sincere thanks to Karen and to everyone involved! It will be great 
fun!! 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who give of their 
time so generously for our parishes, to lead worship, to facilitate parish 
groups and clubs, choir, volunteers for flowers, cleaning, reading, 
helping to supervise children’s activities, Friday coffee mornings, 
providing tea and coffee after church services, Wednesday morning 
stay and play, everyone who helps at events, gets involved in whatever 
way, to our vestry members and to everyone who comes along to 
support for any and all occasions, it is greatly appreciated! Thank you! 
 
Holy week services 
Palm Sunday: Holy Communion, Calary church 9.30am 
Holy Communion, St. Matthew’s church, 10.45am 
Holy Communion, Newcastle, 12pm 
 
Holy Wednesday, St. Matthew’s 10:30am Holy Communion 
 
Maundy Thursday: Holy Communion, Newcastle church 8pm 
 
Good Friday: St. Matthew’s church, 3pm 
Newcastle church, 7pm 
Calary church, 8pm 
 
Easter Services 
Easter Sunday: Sonrise Service, Newcastle Beach, 6 am 
Holy Communion, Calary church, 9.30am 
Holy Communion, St. Matthew’s church, 10.45am 
Family Communion, Newcastle church, 12pm 
 
Following the Easter Church services there will be an egg hunt for the 
young and young at heart!! 
 
Wishing you all a happy and a blessed Easter, 
God bless, 
Ross 



 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Calary News 

MUSIC IN CALARY 

Music in Calary will open its 2025 season with the “Seven Last Words 

of Christ” by Joseph Haydn. Sokol Koka, who has previously played 

in Calary, approached us with a suggestion of playing this piece which 

Haydn wrote and was originally played in Cadiz on Good Friday in 

1786.  

Haydn subsequently adapted it for string quartet in 1787. Sokol       

proposed playing it in Calary on Maundy Thursday 17 th April as it is 

appropriate to play it over Easter.  

We have decided to commence the 2025 season earlier than normal 

with this fantastic work being played by the Arteo Quartet.  

The concert will begin at 8pm. Free parking. 

To book tickets or for further information, please email 

derekneilson11@gmail.com or phone (01) 2818118. 

Tickets are €18 or €15 for concessions and may be paid for by cash, 

cheque or card at the door. 

Music in Calary would again like to thank Wicklow County Council 

for their support. 



 



Decoration of Churches for Easter 

 

Calary: Saturday 19th at 10am 

St Matthew’s: Saturday 19th at 10:30am  

Newcastle: Saturday 19th at 10:30am 

 

Please come along if you can, any help 

is greatly appreciated and it is always 

a bit of fun!! 

Easter Lunch Outing! 

Tuesday 22nd April 

 

We will meet at the Parish  Centre 

at 12 Noon and we will take a mini 

bus to the venue! 

 

Please let Ross know if you would 

like to attend! 

 

Everyone is very welcome, please 

join us! 

Purple Day In St Francis NS 

Friday 11th April 

On Friday 11th April, the students in St Francis NS will wear Purple and donate 

€2, they will also hold a bake sale!  All proceeds will go to  Purple House a 

charity that supports those with and those affected by cancer. 





 



                          

 



 

 

 



                          



Pancakes at Sunday Club! 

Mobile Library visits Castle Kidz! 

Dublin and Glendalough, Ministry of Healing Quiet Day 



 

 

Youth Clubs at  the St Patrick’s Day parade, Newtownmountkennedy! 



 

 

 
Castle Kidz St Patrick’s Day  

Sunday Club Shamrocks  

 Daffodil Day in the Parish Centre—we raised €475 for the Irish 

Cancer Society 



 









If you would like to read along we are currently reading 

Life of Pi by Yann Martel 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Rowan adds colour to woodland throughout Ireland, especially in 

the hills where it will grow at a high altitude even on rocky ground: 

its other common name is mountain ash. 

 

The creamy flowers ripen into scarlet berries which colour early in 

the season and provide food for thrushes through the winter. 

 

A mistle thrush will defend a rowan tree or holly as its territory, not 

for nesting, but through the winter as its feeding territory. 

 

Rowan is an attractive garden tree: it likes well drained sites but 

will thrive in most soils. 

 

Rowan / Mountain Ash 

Caorthann 

Sorbus acuparia 



 

 

Ingredients 

250g mixed dried fruit      1 orange zested and juiced 

500g pack marzipan      250g pack butter softened 

200g light brown soft sugar     4 eggs plus 1 beaten to glaze            

175g plain flour       100g ground almonds   

1 tsp baking powder      1 lemon zested    

2 tsp mixed spice       1 tsp vanilla extract                               

100g glacé cherries halved      3 tbsp apricot jam 

Method 

 - Put the mixed dried fruit in a bowl with the orange juice and zest and 2 tbsp water. Heat  

gently in a pan, stirring now and then until the liquid has been absorbed and leave to cool. 

 - Heat oven to 150C/130C fan.  Roll out a third of the marzipan and use the base of a deep 

20cm cake tin as a template to cut out a circle. Wrap any offcuts and the remaining two-

thirds of marzipan and set aside for later. Butter and line the cake tin with a double layer of 

parchment. Beat the butter and sugar together until creamy. Add the eggs, flour, almonds, 

baking powder, lemon zest, mixed spice and vanilla and mix until well combined. Mix in 

the cooled soaked dried fruit and fold in the cherries. 

 - Put half the cake mixture into the tin. Top with the disc of marzipan, then the remaining 

cake mixture, and level the top with a spatula. Bake for 2 hrs. Check it’s cooked by insert-

ing a skewer to the centre of the cake, if any wet mixture clings to the skewer, return to the 

oven for another 10 mins, then check again. Cool in the tin for 15 mins, then turn out onto a 

wire rack and leave to cool completely. 

 - Brush the top of the cake with apricot jam. Roll out half of the remaining marzipan and 

use the base of the cake as a template to cut out another disc. Place it on top of the cake and 

crimp the edges, if you like. Roll the remaining marzipan into 11 equal-sized balls for the 

apostles. Brush the marzipan with beaten egg and arrange the apostles in a circle on top 

around the outside. Put under a hot grill for a minute or two until just starting to caramelise 

Leave to cool. Will keep for up to a week in a sealed tin. 



 

 

 

 

 

 Childcare 
Parish Centre, Church Lane, Newcastle 

 

Playschool 

Open 9am to 12 noon 

5 days a week 

Full-time and Part-time places 

ECCE and non-ECCE 

Excellent facilities indoors and outdoors 

 

Afterschool 

Open 1:20pm to 6pm 

5 days a week 

Very limited Full-time and Part-time places  

 

For information and booking: 

Please contact Joanne on  

087 7216929  

 

Registered for National Childcare Scheme 

 

Limited places available for September 

2025. Waiting list now in operation. 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Donate to Fields Of Life 

You can help children in East Africa to thrive! 

 

When you give to Fields of Life, you provide children in East     
Africa with access to quality education and the opportunity to    

fulfil their potential. 

 

Thank you to those who already give to this worthwhile cause. 

 

If you would like to start sponsoring a child, please contact June 
for Calary and the Parish office for St. Matthew’s and Newcastle. 

 

Thank you! 

 



Sustentation 

Your sustentation is vital to the everyday running of the  Parish. We 

are, as always, extremely grateful for your continued support in  en-

suring the parishes remain special places of worship and a vibrant  

part of the community. If you prefer to give your sustentation annu-

ally or bi-annually, now is the time to donate! You can leave an    

envelope on the plate at church, contact the parish treasurers, drop 

it into the Parish Office, post it in or use bank transfer! Please do 

not forget to reference your  name. Thank you! 

 

Newcastle and Newtownmountkennedy Select Vestry, AIB Grey-

stones: 

IBAN IE72AIBK 9335 5415 2450 30 

 

Calary Select Vestry, AIB, Bray: 

IBAN IE35AIBK 9334 8103 1800 56  

Newcastle Graveyard Maintenance 

We are blessed to have such a beautiful graveyard in Newcastle. 

However, keeping it looking good takes a lot of work and I would 

like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank everyone who keeps 

our graveyard looking so well! Special thanks to Colin Watchorn, 

Ed Power and to everyone on the ‘Green Grass’ WhatsApp group! 

If you would like to help out with maintaining the graveyard, please 

do get in touch with Ed. Work parties get nice tea and cake! Colin 

has very kindly offered to provide gravel to tidy up graves in the 

graveyard. If you have a family grave that requires a tidy up, the 

gravel will be available in the graveyard. We plan to tidy up all the 

graves.  Our graveyard is a wonderful historical place, a history that 

belongs to all of us. Let’s take pride in it and keeping it looking at 

it’s best! 

Many thanks and God bless, Ross 







 



DATE CHURCH TIME ? SERVICE READING 

Sunday 6th 

 Fifth  Sunday 

in Lent 

 

Calary   

St Matthew's 

Newcastle 

  

9:30                        

10:45 

12:00 

 

RS     

 

 

Holy    

Communion 

Isaiah 43: 16-21 

Psalm 126  

Philippians 3: 4-14 

John 12: 1-8  

Sunday 13th 

 Sixth  Sunday 

in Lent  

Palm Sunday 

 

Calary   

St Matthew's 

Newcastle 

  

9:30                        

10:45 

12:00 

RS 
Holy      

Communion 

 Isaiah 50: 4-9   

Psalm 31: 9-16 

Philippians 2: 5-11 

Luke 23: 1-49 

Thursday 17th 

Maundy   

Thursday 

 

 United     

Service    

Newcastle 

 

8pm RS 
Holy      

Communion 

Exodus 12: 1-14 

 Psalm 116: 1, 10-17 

1 Corinthians 11: 23-26 

John 13: 1-17, 31-35  

Friday 18th 

Good Friday 

 

St Matthew's 

Newcastle 

Calary 

  

3pm                        

7pm 

8pm 

 

RS     

 

Reflection 

Isaiah 52:13 - 53: 12  

Psalm 22  

Hebrews 10: 16-25 

John 18: 1 - 19 :42  

Sunday 20th 

1st Sunday of 

Easter 

Easter Day 

Newcastle 

Beach 

 

Calary   

St Matthew's 

Newcastle 

  

6:00 

 

9:30                        

10:45 

12:00 

 

RS     

 

Son Rise 

Service 

 

Family 

Communion 

followed by 

Egg Hunt 

Acts 10: 34-43  

Easter Anthems 

 1 Corinthians 15:19-26  

John 20: 1-18  

Sunday 27th 

 Second     

Sunday of 

Easter 

 

Calary   

St Matthew's 

Newcastle 

  

9:30                        

10:45 

12:00 

 

CT     

 

 

Morning 

Prayer 

 

Job 42: 1-6  

Psalm 150  

Acts 5: 27-32  

John 20: 19-31  



Hallelujah! 

He is Risen! 

“He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the 

place where the Lord lay .” 

Matthew 25:6 

 

Holy Communion is celebrated every Wednesday,  

with prayer for the sick,  at 10.30am in  St Matthew’s. 

 

 Everyone is warmly welcome for tea/coffee in the           

McLean Room after all services. 


